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Winter Banquet
There was another good turn out at Zola’s on January 
23 for the winter banquet, with plenty of Old Boy 
representation.

It was nice to see a big upswing in the number of “fun 
awards” presented.  Scott Eisenhower scooped the 
most fun awards for his off the field antics while Laura 
Klaserner got a special appreciation award for 
organizing a pole dancing class for the wives and 
girlfriends.
Steve Kurzhals took MVP for the fall season while 

Eric Jacquez was awarded Rookie of the Year.  Hit of 
the year went to Scott Eisenhower (although it was 
on teammate Ryan Krallman rather than the 
opposition) and Nick Schroeder won Try of the 
Season for his effort that proved to be the winner 
against the Kelts.

Exciting Spring Season Awaits
We are just a couple of weeks away from the start of 

a very exciting spring season for Queen City.  We will 
be closing out league play with our last 3 games.  If 
the boys play to their full potential these are winnable 
matches and 2nd or 3rd place in the final standings is 
achievable.  All 3 games will be played in Cincinnati so 
as much Old Boy support as possible will be greatly 
appreciated.
Then we will be leaving for Canada on May 11 on our 

first tour in 8 years.  As touring is a new concept for 
the current generation, we have quite a few Old Boys 
signed up to show the kids how to do it right.  
However, a couple more experienced tourists are 
always welcome.

Spring Season Schedule
March 19 vs Cleveland Rovers
March 26 Bye (Easter Weekend)
April 2 at EKU
April 9 at Cincinnati Kelts
April 16 vs Cincinnati Wolfhounds
April 23 vs Louisville Rugby
April 30 at Akron
May 7 Bye (rest for tour)
May 11-15 Canada Tour

Spring Season Practice
The first practice for the upcoming season will be on 

Tuesday March 1.  Practices will be held every 
Tuesday & Thursday at Woodlawn from 6:30 to 8:30 
pm.  After practice refreshments (excellent tour 
practice) will be at the Vogue in Hartwell.

Spring Season Keg Sponsorship
We only have 3 home games this spring and we 

managed to fill those from the over subscriptions from 
the fall season.  Thank you for the generous donations 
from Christan Barde (Cleveland),  Chris Hayes 
(Wolfhounds) and Jason Tinch (Louisville).
We still have a list of people who have previously 

volunteered and, don’t worry, we will be getting in 
touch before the fall season!

MVP Steve Kurzhals and Rookie of the Year Eric Jacquez
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Congratulations
We have two new additions to the Queen City family 

via a couple of our old boys.  On December 28, 
Brandon & Bianca Edwards welcomed Harper 
Edwards into the world.  The very next day Matilda 
Barde made an appearance curtesy of Christian & 
Bethany Barde.  Congratulations to both sets of first 
time parents!

QCRFC Custom Rugby Balls

Is anyone interested in a custom QCRFC rugby ball?  
This would look great on a shelf in you man cave or 
behind the bar in the basement.  Cost is dependent 
upon the number ordered.  If you would like one of 
these please contact Rob Overbeck at 
roverbeck@guardiansavingsbank.com.

An Eagle in Our Midst
In the fall Lakota West high school senior Austin 

Baker played for Queen City in our B games against 
the Grubs and Findlay.  It was clearly apparent that 
Austin is a special rugby talent as he scored a hat trick 
of tries in each game, his first at men’s level.  As well 
as impressing us at Queen City he has also caught the 
eye of US national team and will be playing for the US 
Eagles U18 sevens team in the upcoming Las Vegas 
Sevens.

QCRFC WAGS (Wives & Girlfriends)
It takes a very special woman to put up with a rugby 

player and we love them dearly.  Recently, the wives 
and girlfriends have organized some social events 
without their rugby playing better halves.  If any wives 
or girlfriends of Old Boys are interested in joining the 
fun please get hold of Holly Skiba via FaceBook to be 
added to the event distribution. 

Road Trip… Canada Tour 2016
The schedule for our sortie north of the border is 

firming up.  We will leave in a luxury motor coach 
(well, Toad said it will be luxury!) after work on 
Wednesday May 11 and head for Windsor, Canada.  
After a quiet, relaxing evening on Canadian soil we 
head for Ottawa on Thursday and will play our first 
game on Thursday evening.
We travel to Toronto on Friday where we will be 

reacquainted with the Toronto Buccaneers in the 
evening before playing them on Saturday.  Unlike our 
rivals, we plan on no arrests and a timely kick off.  On 
Sunday we travel back to Cincinnati, fully refreshed 
and ready for work on Monday morning.
We have a vey distinguished list of Old Boys to 

mentor the current generation on the art of touring; 
Pete Brimelow, Lenny French, Scott Morgan, Rob 
Overbeck,  Tom Shaw, Craig Skiba and Alan Webb 
as well as enough players that stepping on the field 
will be totally voluntary. 
There is still room for 4 or 5 on the bus.  So if you 

want to participate in QCRFC’s first tour since 2007 
get a passport application in the mail and contact 
Jason Tinch as soon as possible at 
tinch_2004@yahoo.com.

And Finally…
When we saw this photo it just screamed “Share 

Me!”.  Queen City’s very own Tad Steen is certainly a 
trend setter in this holiday themed suit!
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Old Boy Updates
Scott Brewer  2005-2008
Scott was introduced to Queen City when Jimmy 

Oney talked him into giving it a try.  Scott immediately 
loved it and couldn’t want for a better group of guys to 
spend Saturdays with.  Scotty went on the tour to 
Costa Rica in 2007 and had a most memorable trip to 
Rochester, NY when we played in D2 (buy Jason 
Tinch beer or donuts for the unedited story).
Since hanging up his boots, Scott has gotten married 

and had a kid.  He lives in Springboro and works in 
maintenance at AK Steel.
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Martin Fleming – 1990-1992
Martin was shocked when he realized it was almost 

24 years since he last played for Queen City.  He still 
remembers road trips to Fort Wayne & Nashville as if 
they were yesterday.  
In 1992 work took him to Boston for a year where he 

played with Old Gold Rugby Club.  He continued his 
nomadic lifestyle when he left the States to attend 
business school in France. Shortly after Martin’s rugby 
playing days ended after a severe concussion playing 
for the business school in a game at Oxford University.
Martin was an engineer during his time in Cincinnati, 

but realized that was a job for chumps.  After France 
he moved into banking and he lived in London for 7 
years, moved to Luxembourg for 4 years before 
settling in Edinburgh with his wife Sarah and their 3 
kids.  

Your rookies Scott Brewer (left)  and Jason Tinch recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance each  morning on the beach in 

Costa Rica in 2007.

Martin Fleming  proudly demonstrating that 
he can still fit in  his 1992 QCRC jersey
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QCRFC’s Next Generation
When we asked for news on the rugby careers of 

sons & daughters of Queen City’s esteemed old boys 
we were thinking about those in high school and 
college who were just getting started.  However, we 
were delighted to get a note from Jeff Hinton, son of 
Old Boy Don Hinton (1974-76) who is still enjoying 
rugby as an Old Boy with Hilton Head Island RFC.
“I was introduced to rugby by my dad as a kid in the 

70’s and have many fond memories of our time in 
Cincinnati with Queen City.  This was the place where 
I learned about the toughness and camaraderie of 
rugby. 
“I remember cruising the sidelines, going from cooler 
to cooler looking for something good to eat, finding 
someone to toss every spare ball with me and the yell 
of “Pick him up!” from some wife or girlfriend when I 
wandered too close to the pitch as the play came 
thundering towards our sideline.  I loved laying in the 
back of Reid Robertson’s Jeep after a long day at the 
pitch and bouncing around (no booster seats or seat 
belts back in the day!) on the ride home.
“I also remember one game where my dad came off 

the field with a limp.  After standing around on his sore 
leg for hours my mom kept telling him he should really 
go and have a doctor look at it.  He showed up at the 
house hours later with his leg in a cast on his broken 
leg.
“I learned so much about rugby camaraderie from my 

dad and his Queen City teammates and took that with 
me when I joined Hilton Head in 1990.  Like Queen 
City, Hilton Head was formed in 1974 and like most 
clubs has had its ups and downs over the years.  As I 
reflect now on my rugby career I see my father in me 
and me in my father.  I started out as a single man 
who just wanted to play rugby at every opportunity.  I 
was at every tournament and made all of the road 
trips.  Then the little ones came along and would go 
running around the pitch looking in all the coolers and 
the wife was saying “Shouldn’t you see a doctor about 
that?”.   Then came the “I can’t make that trip” and 
then on to “I can give you 20 good minutes coach”.  
And now my teenage son comes for a run out at 
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touch rugby and a trip to the bar.  He sits at the bar 
with a burger and coke listening to me and my 
teammates laughing and telling tall tales about back in 
the day!  Another generation of Hinton’s is learning 
about camaraderie and what rugby is all about
“Now I play with Hilton Head’s old boys team, the 

Mullets.  We like to say that mullets are the most
loyal of the schooling fish, so it is a pretty good name 
for our Old Boys.  Our main event is the St. Patrick’s 
Day Tournament in Savannah and of late our nemeses 
has been the Cincinnati Greyhounds.  As the son of an 
old school Queen City player I don’t care for these 
Wolfhounds Old Boys too much.  If any QCRFC Old 
Boys are at the tournament and want one more crack 
at the Hounds, let me know.

Jeff Hinton, right, takes a water break while playing for the 
Hilton Head Mullets at the St. Patrick’s Day Tournament in 

Savannah, Ga.


